the difference between poor technique and lack of knowledge. The practice papers contain some good examples of the 'red herring' type of question, although not all the answers are comprehensively explained and it is easy to imagine the puzzled student searching in vain for answers to questions which are deliberate false trails. However, if the book inspires the student to search through more learned works or read current journals it will have served a useful purpose. E J ROBERTS Westminster Hospital, London Clinical Endocrinology: An Illustrated Text G M Besser & A G Cudworth (eds) £49.50 ISBN 0-412·29900 3 London: Chapman & Hall 1987 Endocrinology has become one of the best examples of development of a specialty, linking up with most other branches of the medical field: independent, yet interdependent. In addition to this involvement, clinical endocrinology has a large visual content. This is obvious in disorders of the thyroid and of the pituitary (e.g, acromegaly), but less so in aldosteronism or phaeochromocytoma. This fact was recognized early: witness the excellent drawings in Thomas Addison's treatise on Disease of the Supra-Renal Capsules in 1855 or Leonard Mark's autobiographical descriptionofhis acromegaly as a 'Personal Experience ', in 1912 . In 1979 Publications brought out in their colour atlas series A Colour Atlas of Endocrinology by Professor Reginald Hall, David Evered and the (late) Raymond Greene, with slides from the collections of many noted endocrinologists. The numerous illustrations were selective and meant to be 'used alongside a standard textbook of endocrinology'.
This new book,Clinical Endocrinology: An Illustrated Text, with Professor Michael Besser and the (late) Professor Andrew Cudworth of St Bartholomew's Hospital, London as main editors and Dr Pierre Bouloux as editorial assistant, is based on the 'dramatic advance in the understanding of the normal physiology of human endocrinology and . . . of its pathological processes and their management'. 'Neuroendocrinology has becomea clinical sciencewith elaboration of profound new concepts of the relationship between mind and body, and the mechanisms of the body's homeostasis and its disturbances in disease.'
In accordance with ideas, especially of the late Professor Cudworth, it was initially produced as a slide atlas, produced and distributed by Sandoz Products Ltd, of superb standard teaching value. The lavishly illustrated text uses the new illustration techniques developed by Gower Medical Publishing, London. The 21 chapters are by well known experts, 18 from the UK and 4 from the USA. They cover the normal physiology, so that the pathology and clinical features of the disorders, their investigation and management are based on this fundamental knowledge. The novel chapters on radiology and neuroradiology of the pituitary and hypothalamus are quite outstanding.
The illustrations are so well arranged that it should be easily possible to supplant a text translated into various languages. I believe that this book is excellently designed, backing the lectures given by means of the slide atlas. The quality of the slides, especially of the X-rays, is even better than those of the line drawings. The only minor criticism I have is the size and weight of the book, which cannot be transported readily: it must remain a library tome. Nor can it be called 'an illustrated bargain', as was said of the Colour Atlas tBr Med J 1980; 1:394 Not so, as shown in James Patterson's authoritative history of cancer and modern American culture. Exactly 100 years earlier, America's greatest living war hero General Ulysses S Grant became the focus of international attention as he calmly fought his last battle against cancer of the mouth, supposedly brought on by his long-term dependence upon cigars. The macabre fascination in watching an immortal public figure die was matched by an almost total absence of knowledge of the disease or its treatment. Quacks vied with physicians to present miracle cures, but to no avail.
With considerable skill and a critical eye for inconsistencies in claims for 'breakthroughs', Patterson analyses the context in which today's enthusiasm for microbiological answers compares with previous eras -the promise offered by the scientific revolution of the late 19th century, private patronage and the growth of state-supported research, the professionalization of medicine, the environmental backlash of the 1970s, through to the technological revolution of the 1980s. This is a fascinating book by a committed social historian, who admits that he has provided no simple answers to why the fear of cancer persists today. This decision he leaves up to scientists and physicians. A fair comment perhaps.
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